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THE WHITE HOUSE L e

' WASHINGTON

‘. TOP SECRET/SENSITIVE/EYES ONLY  September 11, 1969 -

.

T ME:MORANDUM' FOR THE PRESIDENT | A S AL !
R FROM' | ‘_Henrjr' A, KissingerH{.‘ | ‘

. SUBJECT' Cenversatiens {vith Profess:or Joseph Starobin of o g )
" Glendon College, Toronto - August 12 and September 10 : ‘

1 ... Professor Starocbin, a former member of the American Communist Party
| who was with Xuan Thuy in the jungle in 1953, came to see me in San
B - Clemente on August 12 to tell me that he was going to Paris and would see
J - .Xuan Thuy. Behad already seen him once in July. He asked if there were
; ‘ anything we wished him to say or do, and gave me a detailed peace plan

he had worked out. I told him that the details are not so important as the

basic willingness for a settlement, which has been lacking on Hanoi's

- part. I also told him I was concerned that serious events might happen

@ if there were ncst movement toward a settlement, . S . o

34 He has now repbrted to me on his conversation of Sept 1 with Xuan Thuy. A full
g . memorandum of our conversation is attached. I find particularly meaningful
~_ his report of Xuan Thuy's hopes for a settlement within one to five months, L
- and his statement that the U. 'S. should accept the principle of complete '
withdrawal in this connection. As I had thought, Thuy's statement about
" -our accepting the principle of complete withdrawal in his September 2
press conference seems to have been planned

My conversatlon W:Lth Starobin makes moré significant the statement in
the draft troop withdrawal announcement about our acceptance of this
~ principle. It is therefore essential that we make no new offer -- including
_any offer concerning a cease-fire -- until we see whether they pick this up.
- {Thuy's reference to another 25 000~man withdrawal shows that th1s is all
o -they now expect ) - :
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- The follow'mg other‘ points which Xuan Thuy made are also of inte-fest:

R Xuan Thuy dld not use the word ”uncond1t1ona1” when ‘
,referring to a U, 8. commitment to the "'principle of total withdrawal, "
Thuy called attention to points 2 and 3 of the PRG 10 points, as he dld

in my conversation Wlth him. [ON-FILE NSC RELEASE INSTRUCTIONS APPLY]
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‘ Xuan Thuy s 1mp11c1t mdlcatmn of hlS des1re that Starobin
report the1r conversation to me.

e Thuy s use of a method of argumentation unusual for a -
Corm‘numst -=- particularly a Vietnamese Communist -~ in saying he was
w1ll1ng to ”grant“ my de91re for peace,

o Attachment
‘-“.
g ‘.drwj o
.
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MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSA'I‘ION

DAT_E:‘ - "September 10 1969

PLACE: ‘Mr. K1ss1nger s Office

- -?RESENT: Professor Joseph Starob1n ‘of Glendon College, 'I‘oronto :
- ERE . Mr. Henry A, Kissinger : .
P SR "‘Mr._W1111am A K, Lake

4

PR S BACKGROUND- Professor Starobin is a former member of the _

: . American Communist Party who was with Xuan Thuy in the jungle in 1953,

" He had known Ho before quitting the movement in 1957, but Ho had never
answered his letter in 1964 asking for permission to visit Hanoi. He had

' * seen Xuan Thuy in Paris on July 26, and Thuy had given him the traditional

{ . Hanoi position. Before returning to Paris again at the end of August, he

: called on Mr. Kissinger in San Clemente to inform. Mr. Kissinger that he
hoped to see Xuan Thuy again and would appreciate any suggestions

‘Mr, Kissinger might have about what he might do to further the pos 51b111tles
of peace. He also w1shed to show Mr. Kissinger a detailed peace plan he -
had worked out. Mr., Kissinger had responded as descrlbed by Professor '
Starobin below END OoF BACKGROUND

| = 'Professor Starobin informed Mr. Kissinger that he wrote to Xuan
Thuy after arriving in Europe, and saw him on Monday, September 1, from
4:00-7:00 p.m. He had begun by telling Thuy he had seen Mr, Kissinger,
and then described Mr.. Kissinger's views of the situation. Mr, Kissinger,
“he had said, believed that the basis for peace lay in understanding what -
_ could and could not be done. What was needed was a basic willingness to
- settle the conflict. Details could then be worked out relatively easily.
.- Professor Starobin had used Mr. KlSSnger s phrase about I—Ianol s _ B
attempts to "break the President' and had stated that if there is no 1mprovernent :
. bad developments could occur. He had then told Xuan Thuy of his own
. impression of the potential effect of the powerful right wing in the U, S.
Professor Starobin had emphagized the earnestness of Mr. Kissinger's
: approach to the problem, and had reiterated his view that the details are
 -secondary to a fundamental understanding that there must be peace. He
- 'had reported Mr, Kissinger's statement about submitting the problem to
. - the chances of the political process, and had used the term 'five years'
in referring to that process. He had also said that while . the U. 8. wanted
peace, it couldn't allow them to reorganize, n -
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o In conveying this, he had tried to put it forward as his own e
. judgment of what Mr. Klssmger had said, a,nd not as a mes sage |
from Mr. K:Lss:mger.

k
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e . Profes sor Starobin found it interesting that while their first -
m'eeting in July was very formal, this meeting was much less so
' and bad included some serious debate, Professor Starobin had
. argued that Hanoi should behave "in a certain way," and Xuan Thuy
had argued that U.S. actions have not added credibility to its stated
- desire for peace, Specifically, Xuan Thuy had referred to U.S,
 "maximum military pressure' and to the U.S. failure to reduce the
B number of our B-52 raids despite announcement of a 10 per cent cut.
§ (Mr. Kissinger interjected that the reduction had, in fact, been made, )
Lo . Noting that he believed it was necessary for Xuan Thuy to make these .
SR - accusations, Professor Starobin said that Thuy had also attacked the
TR 8 S piecemeal withdrawal, referrmg to the next Wlthdra.wal of another 3

i
2.5 000 men.
i ST o  Xuan Thuy had, however, said somethmg durmg the argument :
i &) 7 which Professor Starobin had not heard a Communist say before: .
e he said something to the effect that ”granted Mr. Klssmger wants
Peaceo [ "‘ . T“’ ' T _(g' ' ‘_ “ o :"- u; 'r Ul -‘ ‘ _\_‘".7545‘;-'-‘37 et Y

P
Thuy had evoked Ho, saying that Ho had broughb I'hem up to‘ wE

respect collegial leadership. (Professor Starobin thinks Thuy was -

- trying to get across the fact that Ho was then dy:mg, and that h1s BT

e ‘comments should be viewed in that light. ) R I

I R - Professor Starobm had recalled that Emperor Bao Dai had o

f- . gervedin Ho's first government. Could not Hanoi proceed in this.

§ . .. . . spirit now? Ho had had great impact on the U.S., but Hano1 shouldn't '
SERRITEI I N overestxma.te this. Rather, they should settle the war. \ SN

_ 'I‘h:.s general exchange had then brought them, Professor

g Starobzxn said, to the essence of the conversation.  Xuan Thuy said
 ‘that the U.S. had been asking for private talks. The North Vietnamese -

- were prepared for private talks with the U.S. and PRG, but pending
. the problem of the attitude of the PRG, they were prepared for direct
 private talks only with the U.S. -- on the condition of evidence of the
"/ possibility of a rapid settlement within one to five months. For this,
. the U.S. must accept the principle of complete withdrawal, T AR
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! After‘returning frorn a short break in the conversation, _
] ' Xuan Thuy had said that he wished to make his statement clear: the
éi ... North Vietnamese were proposing three-sided talks but would agree
Y. to two-sided talks if there were a rapid evolution of the situation.

(O " He then suggested tha.t the U. S. study:points two and three of the
R R .PRG ten P01nts. S e e
3 . . l.‘u - “"‘ . i . N . T ) .

: Xuan Thuy had said that they wanted a settlement wh1ch could
: be achieved peacefully, logically and rapidly. If not, the war would - :

. go on. These were the two choices.

| Professor Starob:.n had ra1sed the questlon of a cessa.tmn of

' _respond partmularly. -
: Th‘e questlon arose of who would organiee .e‘l‘ectio‘ne. Xuan

some members of the GVN who are f.or peace, neutrahty and :mde-'
‘pendence. ' : ' - C -

e SRS el A L T e A

FTm e ‘Xuan Thuy had said that Mr. Kissinger talks of a 'five-year
5 political and military plan.' Professor Starobin had responded that
this was not so. It was not a reference to a military process; it
referred only to a political process. Xuan Thuy had then 1nd.1ca.ted
he understood this point. : 5 :

-y
-t
;.‘\"

i - . ... Professor Starobin had then asked|Thuy if he could report their
i .. s conversation to Mr. Kissinger. Xuan Thuy responded that it was
20 e up to Professor Starobin, but in so responding, implied that he
oo ' should do so. The Professor had then reminded Xuan Thuy that he
% .-+ was not an official messenger and had met Mr. Kissinger for the
4o 7 first time in San Clemente. Xuan Thuy showed great interest in -
] " ‘Professor Starobin's itinerary, asking when he would next see
.. Mr. Kissinger. Starobin had replied that it would not be until the :
-~ middle of the week of September 8, Xuan Thuy seemed to hope R
Professor Starobin would see Mr. K:Lssmger at an ea.rly da.te. This '
: ‘had ended @en‘ corwersa.tmn. : S

_ In h1$ September 2 press conference, Professor Starobm noted,
S Xuan Thuy used one of Starobin's phrases in saying that Hanoi is
. trying to help the U.S. out. He stressed to the press -- as he had
' _'with Starobin -~ the importance of the U.S.'s accepting the principle -

. 7vOP SECRET/SENSITIVE/EYES ONLY |

" No Objection to Declassification in Full 2010/06/02 - LOC-HAK-508-2-1-4

 hostilities (without reference to Mr. K1$s1nger) Xuan Thuy did not N S

'Thuy responded that the PRG wants a provisional government including :
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i L of complete withdrawal. Professor Starobin believes that Xuan Thuy

1 - wished to float this point before Starobin would see Mr. Kissinger,

» ©v .. and to put it on the record before Thuy's return to Hanoi. Starobin

g AT " thinks Thuy wanted it on the record then both to get it to Mr, Kissinger

A . and for Thuy's use in Hanoi. (Thuy, himself, gave the reception at : 1

s - which the press conference took place.) Mr. Kissinger suggested that |
" Thuy might also have wished to give authenticity to what Starobin g ‘

" would report to Mr. Kissinger., : : :

‘ Starobin felt that Xuan Thuy was in a saddened mood, and was
“disturbed by the situation. ''He wants to accomplish someth:mg. " S ‘
S ~Thuy had conveyed a sense of urgency and had said that he doesn't e ]
} IR R R SRR I want to. stay a 1ong tlme in Pa.ns. | : o USRI

W;__.‘, a Mr. Kls s:.nger then surnmed up the points whmch Profes sor
',‘Starobm felt were 51gn1f1cant in the conversat1on. :

- = Thuy dJ.splayed an urgent desn'e for pea.ce, and -
o mentioned a one to five month deadline. He mshed conf1rma.t1on that
o “the U S. 1s sincere in 1ts des1re f.or peace.
. ~=- Thuy asked for a U.S. commitment to the pr1nc1ple N
of total withdrawal as a sign of sincerity. . He did not use the word o
Munconditional" in this connection, and clld mentwn points two and / -
three of the PRG ten po:nts. o ‘

-~ Thuy said they are 1nterested in prlvate talks Wlth
S . the U.8. ‘These should include the PRG, but they would be willing to
¢ . . talk without them. (Professor Starobin interjected that Thuy had
L 'put th:.s forward as a new concession on their part. ) 4

T SRR S, Thuy had strongly implied a desire that Professor
R Starobln soon comumcate the conversation to Mr. Kissinger.,

- Thuy had us ed an unusual method of a,rgumentat1on
for a Commumst -- and especially a Vietnamese Comrmunist -- in
' saylng he was w1lhng to “grant! Mr. Kissinger's des:.re for peace.

s T KRR T b i i

e " -- The death of Ho raised questions -- a.lthough not
:.:msoluble ones ‘-—-about the nature of post-Ho leadershlp :

i
‘a:

; Starobm sa.1d that this summary was accurate, with the :
& add1t1on of Thuy's indication of ﬂexzbﬂ.lty on the compomtlon of a .
'.fc:oal:tlon government : : : e e L s
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. ‘ Mr. Klssmger asked what Professor Starobin intended to do
| AR R with this information, and expressed the hope that he would keep it
y .. " tohimself, Starobin said that he is a responsible person -~ as he
i . .75 . had proved to the North Vietnamese when he had handled a message
E "' from them to the French in 1953 -~ and that he would keep this to
i~ " himself. (The 1953 message was never released at the request of
o _the.VxetM:th)

‘Mr. K1551nger said that Starobin had gotten his report to
the place most prepared to do something -- and most prepared .
philosophically to think constructively -- about it. Professor Starobm
... said he agreed.  Mr. Kissinger said he would like to think about and
i 0. studyit fora few weeks, He had always thought that to understand ,
47 .. the negotiations, one must'appreciate the fact that they are an accumu-
lation of intangibles. There will not probably be a sudden breakthrough.
. The North Vietnamese are not a trivial people. One of our problems
may be that they are more clever than we, and they may make subtle
pomts wh:.ch we don't get. :

% RN ' Starobin said he has no plans to go back to Paris. Mr., Kissinger
| ("’"& v said that he did not want him to now, as he preferred to see what else
.~ happens for a few weeks. Starobin agreed, but suggested that he might
- well go to Hanoi to show the U. 8. is serious. “Mr. Kissinger said that -
such.a trip. now would be premature. (At the end of the conversation,
B Mr. Kissinger said he didn't mind if Starobin went to Hanoi, but
i ... . . would prefer to think about it. Starobin said that it would be too ea.rly
: “to go now; he Would glve it a week or two.) A DR

- ProfeSSor Starobin said that he would like to express an opinion:
. the problem is not that the Chinese are asking Hafioi to continue the
fighting. The problem which really conceins Xuan Thuy ~- and which
is a U.S. responsibility -~ is the possibility that the end of the Vietnam
war could become part of Sino-American or Soviet-American (or |
. 'Sino-Soviet) negotiations. Mr. Kissinger said that this is their
. problem. Starobin replied that it is linked to the possibility of a_
‘peaceful, neutral Vietnam. If forced into expressing an opinion, he
. would argue that the U.S. has the opportunity to accelerate the end
" of the war as part of its bargaining with Russia and China, The death
of Ho makes this possible. He agreed to Mr. Kissinger's request _ | -
. that he write a paper by next week on the meaning of Ho 8 death a.nd R
'other general cons:.dera.tmns mvolved A S o3

A
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- The Professor agreed that they should stay in general touch.
.~ Mr. Kissinger asked that if Professor Starobin had not heard from
~him in a few months, he get in touch with Mr. Kissinger. He
reiterated, however, that he would think about this conversation

T E T T T R o o e e oA e

a | AT - right away. Before leaving, Starobin said that Xuan Thuy had.
Yoo enjoyed Starobin's description of Mr. Kissinger's view of liberals,
f .. . - When Starobin had quoted Mr. Kissinger as saying that liberals don't.

~understand the human tragedy, the 1nterpreter had understood but
Xua.n Thuy hadn‘t.

_ Sta'robin mentioned the fact that he was acquainted with the . |
kidnapper of Ambassador Elbrick in Brazil. He agreed with L L
_, Mr. Kissinger that the kidnappers would not have murdered the B
o Ambassador if their demands were not met, The Brazilian Commu-
onist Party, he said, is splitting up like the Italian CP. '

AR - . Ashe left, Professor Starobin said that he would inform
| “Xuan Thuy's office that he had seen his friend in the U.S. (i.e.,
_Mr. Kis smger) ‘ ‘ : L
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